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Columbia Heights   
 Jamboree

June 23-27, 2021

FREE!

Presented by the
Columbia Heights 

Lions
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colheights.k12.mn.us | 763.528.4426

YOUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT IN

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CONGRATULATIONS ON CELEBRATING YOUR
100TH ANNIVERSARY COLUMBIA HEIGHTS!
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WELCOME 
to the 2021 

Columbia Heights Jamboree! 
 

Presented by the Columbia Heights Lions 
 

We are thrilled to be able to celebrate with you after a year off due to the COVID-19 pandemic!  All your 
favorite events will take place, including the carnival, fireworks, parade, car show, waffle breakfast, beer garden, 
softball tournament, medallion hunt, and community art and info fair.  Find out about these events and more in 
our handy map and events tab in the center pages, and additional information located throughout this booklet.  
Please like us on Facebook at Columbia Heights Lions and 2021 Columbia Heights Jamboree.  Also check out 
www.columbiaheightslions.com for the online booklet and even more photos and information.   
 

The City of Columbia Heights is also celebrating 100 years as a city this year, with events scheduled throughout 
2021.  Highlights are located on the centennial page in the booklet.  Go to www.heights100.com for a full list. 
 

Over 85 businesses and organizations have contributed their time and treasure to make the 2021 Columbia 
Heights Jamboree a success.  Please take the time to look at our sponsors and consider patronizing them. 
 

Sean Clerkin 
Columbia Heights Lions President 
 

Advance Carnival Ride Tickets 
Save money and time waiting in line! Stop by any of the 
following locations to purchase your advance discount ride 
tickets. Tickets are sold in strips of ten (10). The price is 
$20.00 and is good for any carnival ride.  Only ONE ticket is 
needed per ride!  Pre-sale tickets will be sold only before 
the carnival starts on Thursday, June 24, 2021. The carnival 
gate admission is a separate $2.00 fee. The Columbia 
Heights Lions would like to thank the following businesses 
for selling ride tickets at their place of business: 

Heights Bakery 
Sportsmen’s Barbers 

Tasty Pizza 
Financial One Credit Union 

VFW Post 230 
El Tequila Mexican Grill 

Miller’s Corner Bar 
Roman’s Café 

Jeff’s Bobby & Steve’s Auto World 
Columbia Heights Recreation Dept. 
Bona Bros. Auto and Truck Service 

Moler Barber School in Fridley 
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Columbia Heights Hotel, 1910s 
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2021 Columbia Heights Jamboree Booklet  
Creator: Lion Adam Davis 

Assistant: Lion Ramona Anderson  
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VERNON S. HOIUM
ATTORNEY AT LAW

WILLS • PROBATE • POWER OF ATTORNEY
REAL ESTATE • ELDER LAW • ESTATE PLANNING

(763) 788-1605
4111 CENTRAL AVENUE NE • COLUMBIA HEIGHTS

SUITE 206 SOUTH

www.hoiumlaw.com

 

Heights Bakery 
 
 
 

Baking Freshness 
for 4 Generations! 

 
 
 

4925 Central Avenue NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

 

763-572-0624 

Mon-Fri   8AM-5PM

Jamboree Events Index 
 

Carnival …………………………………………………………………….…….. 25 
Carnival Advance Tickets ……….………………………………............   5 
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Centennial Fireworks ……………………………………………………….   7 
City Employee of the Year Award 2019/2020 …………………. 39 
Columbia Heights City Council …………………………………….....   9 
Columbia Heights Mayor Amáda Márquez Simula ………….  9 
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Parade ……………………………………………………………………………. 14 
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Recycling & Composting ……………………………………………...... 26 
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3928 Central Avenue NE • Columbia Heights 
CALL FATEMEH FOR APPOINTMENT: 763-788-7033 
Monday-Friday 10AM-6PM • Saturday 10AM-5PM • Sunday 11AM-4PM 

 

JAMBOREE SPECIALS: 
 

HAIRCUTS 
$14.99 ADULTS 

$13.99 KIDS 
 

PERM & COLOR $5 OFF 
WITH HAIRCUT 

 

7-FOIL HIGHLIGHTS $35 & UP 
 

UPDO $5 OFF 
 

STYLE $3 OFF 

34 Years Experience • Walk-ins Welcome 
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Contractor M-F  7:00 - 6
Home Owner SAT.  8:00 - 4
Party Rental SUN.  CALL

www.columbiaheightsrental.com

3901 Central Ave. N.E. Phone: (763) 781-3351
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 Fax: (763) 781-9889

$100 OFF NEXT
PROPANE FILL

$4 OFF NEXT
PROPANE REFILL

Joette Design  
838 40th Avenue NE ∙ Columbia Heights 

Let the personal touch of Joette Design enhance your 
wedding dress, prom gown, and all your formal wear! 
 

Specializing in tailoring, alterations,  
and custom clothing since 1992! 
 

612-251-2285 
www.facebook.com/joettedesign 
 
Winner of the 2021 Columbia Heights/Fridley 
Sun Readers’ Choice Award! 

8355 UNIVERSITY AVE NE
Spring Lake Park, MN 55432

M-F 9AM - 8PM 
SAT 9AM - 5PM 
SUN CLOSED

CHETSSHOES.COM | 763.253.1079

WORK  |  HUNT  |  TRAIL

Spring Lake Park

We
moved!
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LOCATION 
Corner of 40th & Central 

Columbia Heights 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Mexican dining without the cost of airfare to Mexico.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hours: Sunday - Thursday 11:00AM to 11:00PM, Friday - Saturday 11:00AM to 2:00AM 
www.tequilamn.com 763-710-5723 

EXPERIENCE 
Authentic Food 
Special Drinks 
Mexican Music 
& Atmosphere 

 

2 for 1 Margaritas 
During Jamboree Week 
Thursday through Sunday 

(some exclusions apply, not valid with any other offers) 
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Wishing Columbia Heights 
A Great 2021 Jamboree!

Good Food, Good Friends, Good Fun
Huge Patio With Cascading Waterfall and Fire Pit 

Giant All-American Menu ∙ Large Kids Menu ∙ Sunday Brunch 

Sunday through Thursday 11am-11pm, Friday and Saturday 11am-Midnight

HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY! 
3:00pm - 6:00pm 

763-788-3939 ∙ www.sarnasmn.com ∙ sarnasclassicgrill@hotmail.com
3939 University Ave NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
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 From the Mayor’s Office 
 

Welcome to the 2021 Columbia Heights Jamboree! It is truly an honor to serve as your Mayor during this important 
moment. Our annual city celebration was sorely missed last year during the onset of the terrible worldwide 
coronavirus pandemic. Like you, I am overjoyed to welcome the Jamboree back this summer! Thanks to the 
COVID-19 vaccine, thousands of medical workers, and your diligence, we are able to hold our parade and carnival 
for this very special Jamboree; we are celebrating our city's 100-year anniversary! 
 

With an Art & Info Fair on Thursday, the Parade on Friday, a Car Show and Fireworks on Saturday, and a Waffle 
Breakfast on Sunday, there is something for everyone all weekend long. And don't forget the Medallion Hunt, and 
Carnival with food, games, and rides throughout the entire Jamboree. See all the details on pages 22-23 or 
at www.columbiaheightslions.com. 
 

Our community history actually goes back much more than 100 years. The Dakota and Ho-Chunk tribes first raised 
their families here. By 1898, many immigrants settled here, and Columbia Heights became a village. In 1921, we 
became a charter city. Today, recent immigrants and multi-generational families call Columbia Heights their home. 
A past Mayor declared this place a City of Peace, and we will continue to welcome one another as neighbors. We 
have a lot to be proud of as we work together and look towards our next 100 years! 
 

Thank you to the countless volunteers, city staff, and community members like you who make this celebration 
happen each year! 
 

Happy Jamboree everyone! 
 

Amáda Márquez Simula 
Mayor of Columbia Heights, MN 

It’s Unanimous! 

It’s a 5-0 vote when the City Council voices its support for the Columbia Heights Jamboree Celebration!

Mayor Amáda Márquez Simula and Council members Connie Buesgens, Kt Jacobs, John Murzyn, Jr., and 
Nick Novitsky thank you for making our City a great place to live, work, and do business. 

We are proud of our community and we look forward to another great year!

(This message was not paid for at City expense.)
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 Prepared and paid for by Mandy Meisner for Anoka County Commissioner. 7836 Alden Way NE | Fridley, MN 55432 

 Mandy.Meisner@co.anoka.mn.us  |  O�ce: 763-204-0550  |   

Making positive
change for Southern 
Anoka County!  

Anoka County  Government Center 2100 3rd Ave Anoka, MN 55303  

#AnokaDistrict4All

 

 

423 40th Ave NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

 

763.788.2215 
 

angellfamilydentistry.com 
info@angellfamilydentistry.com 

 
Angell Family Dentistry has been a staple of Columbia Heights for over 40 years.  We are a family 
dental practice providing dental care for all ages.  Our goal is to provide each patient with the 
facts regarding their dental health and then help determine what will be the best treatment 
moving forward. 

Thanks to the continuity of our dentists and our staff, we are able to provide every patient with a 
unique dental experience from the moment they walk in.  Dr. Steve Angell and Dr. Dave Angell 
provide state of the art treatment which includes same day crowns, invisible braces, or digitally 
guided dental implants, in addition to routine dental care.  Our hygienists are skilled at cleaning 
teeth and educating patients on home care.  Our staff are experts when it comes to the 
complex field of dental insurance and dental treatment plans.  They will do what is needed to 
make sure every question is answered and every concern is addressed. 

We are always accepting new patients and we are here when you need us. 

 

Lions Jamboree Beer Garden 

 
 Featuring Joe Macko   
the Accordionist on 

FRIDAY night! 
 

Learn more about 
Joe Macko  
on Page 19 

At the Jamboree Carnival! 
 

THURSDAY: 5:00PM-11:00PM 
FRIDAY: 3:00PM-Midnight 

SATURDAY: 1:00PM-Midnight 
SUNDAY: Noon-6:00PM 

Budweiser 
Michelob Golden Light 

Goose Island IPA 
Bud Light Seltzers 
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Our Mission is to create an organization of community volunteers that will use their talents and skills to raise 
money to support youth activities and athletics in Columbia Heights.

Sarna’s (3939 University Ave) 
• E-Tabs/Pull Tabs 

• Bingo 

• Meat Raffle 

Miller’s (547 40th Ave) 
• E-Tabs/Pull Tabs 

• Bingo 

• Meat Raffle 
El Tequila (4005 Central Ave) 
• E-Tabs/Pull Tabs 

The Unofficial (3701 Stinson Blvd) 
• E-Tabs/Pull Tabs 

• Bingo 

• Meat Raffle 

Top Valu Liquor (4950 Central Ave & 2105 37th Ave) 
• Pull Tabs 

7:00 PM               
Murzyn Hall & via Zoom 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

3RD WEDNESDAY OF MONTH 

MONTHLY MEETING 

Last year, we donated over 

$150,000!  

License #02072 
Visit our locations: 

***For more information, including dates and times of events, please visit our website: 

2021 Boosters Annual Golf Tournament 
Tuesday, July 20 @ 12:00 PM 

Majestic Oaks Golf Club 
Register on our website! 



12

 

2021 Columbia Heights Jamboree Parade 
Grand Marshal: Columbia Heights-Fridley Kiwanis 

 
 

The Kiwanis Club of Columbia Heights-
Fridley is honored to be the Grand Marshal 
of the 2021 Jamboree sponsored by our 
Columbia Heights Lions Club. Kiwanis is a 
global organization in over 50 countries 
with a mission of making a lasting 
difference in the lives of children and their 
communities. Our local Kiwanis Club 
sponsors Key Clubs in Columbia Heights 
and Fridley High Schools and a Builders 
Club in Fridley Middle School. These members learn leadership skills and volunteer in many 
projects to learn the importance of service in our community. 
   

The Kiwanis Club has staffed the Columbia Heights 
Recycling Center for over 35 years and helps educate our 
community on the importance of recycling. Kiwanis 
members, along with Key Club members volunteer at the 
Recycling Center, bagging compost as part of the Plate to 
Garden program developed by the Minnesota Composting 
Council. The compost is then sold to support Key Club 
Scholarships and programs. 
  
Another opportunity for Kiwanis to earn money to support 

our projects is with the Big Peach Sale in the summer. Key Club members volunteer the day of 
the sale delivering the peaches to cars, as well as having fun taking turns advertising the sale 
and enticing people to stop and buy peaches and to show customers where to pick up the 
peaches that they preordered.  
 
Kiwanis participates in many service projects such 
as building dressers for Bridging, Feed My 
Starving Children, Christmas with Dignity, SACA, 
Adopt-A-Highway, and holiday toy drives. They 
have lots of fun participating in past Jamboree 
parades and volunteer at the Jamboree Carnival. 
  
Kiwanis meets twice monthly on Tuesdays. If you 
are interested in joining Kiwanis, call 763-444-
1061. They always welcome new members! 
 
Join the Kiwanis in congratulating the Lions for another year of giving our community the 
Columbia Heights Jamboree! 
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TRIBUTE  
FEST! 

Thursday, August 5   
Starlette’s Web Women In Rock Tribute                       
Free Fallin Tom Petty Tribute  

Friday, August 6 
Transit Authority Chicago Tribute 
Xpedition—Tribute to Journey, Kansas  
             Foreigner & Styx 

Saturday, August 7 
Rubber Soul  Beatles Tribute  
The Crown Jewels Queen Tribute  

Sunday, August 8  Free Admission 
Family Day! Bingo, Car Show, Kid Games  

A Vibrant Parish  
Community Celebrating  

97 Years of Faith 

   We invite you to join us! 

       Mass Times  
 Tuesday - Friday: 7:30 am 
 Saturday: 5:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:00 and 10:00 am 
   12:00 pm—Spanish 

   Reconciliation  
     Saturday: 3:00 - 4:45 pm 

ICS is Preschool—Grade 8  
and specializes in  

Personalized Learning 

♦  4-Star Parent Aware Rated 
♦  Tuition Aid Available 

♦  Call to arrange a tour of                        
    our award-winning school! 
    All are welcome at ICS!  

         4030 Jackson St NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421   |  ICCSonl ine.org |  763-788-9062                                                                                                                          

Food, Fun  
Live Music 

 

Admission ticket required Thursday-Saturday  
Advance sale $15 at ICSummerJam.org                  
Sunday admission free. Please bring your own chair. 

We accept 
all major 

credit cards 
and EBT 

 

 

 
 

3550 Johnson Street NE ∙ Minneapolis 
612-789-2484 

www.readymeats.com  ∙  customer@readymeats.com 
HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 9:00 AM-6:00 PM; Saturday 9:00 AM -5:00 PM 

75 YEARS 
OF  

QUALITY 
SERVICE! 

 

NOW AT THE READY MEATS SMOKEHOUSE: 
Homemade Smoked Bacon 

Smoked Baby Back Ribs ∙ Seven Varieties of Meat Sticks 
Homemade Polish, Smoked Brats, and Cheddar Brats 
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FACE RISK HEAD ON

763.788.9274 |  NORTHRISKPARTNERS.COM

3990 Central  Ave. NE
Columbia Heights,  MN 55421

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS FOR PEOPLE & BUSINESS

Proud Columbia Heights Jamboree 
Supporter for 30+ Years!

As a mom, an attorney, and a business owner, my focus is on:
• Great schools for all kids
• Equal justice 
• Environmentalism
• Economic security 

REP. SANDRA

FEIST

THIS AD WAS NOT PAID FOR AT PUBLIC EXPENSE.

 
 

Columbia Heights  
Jamboree Parade 

    

Friday, June 25, 2021 at 6:00 PM 
 

The Columbia Heights Jamboree Parade is excited to be back 

and bringing you all the sight and sounds, including the 

Osceola Marching Band, Maple Grove Marching Crimson, and 

the return of the Patriots Marching Band!  The Miss Amery 

Royalty (pictured) are excited to represent their city, so make 

sure you give them a big wave when they go by!  The Zuhrah 

Horsemen and Cycle Corps will also be coming to entertain you! 

The Jamboree parade route starts at 45th Avenue NE and heads 

south on Central Avenue NE, then heads west on 40th Avenue 

NE until 5th Street NE.  Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and 

make sure you come early to secure a spot!  A parade map and 

more information can be found on pages 22-23. 
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• Children progress at 
their own pace 

• One-to-one teacher 
guidance 

• Promote social skills 
& independence 

• Lays a foundation in 
reading and math  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrolling for Summer & Fall!   
 

• Enrolling children 31 months through 4 years. 
• Open 6 am - 6 pm: Montessori classes with 

flexible extended day hours. 
• Financial aid available. Accepts Childcare 

Assistance & Early Learning Scholarships  
• 4 of 4 Star Parent Aware Rating and                

NAEYC Accredited   
 

825 51st Avenue NE 
Columbia Heights 

Located in St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church 

763-788-0889 
www.lvmschool.com   

Enjoy 
The Jamboree! 

Thank you 
Columbia Heights 

Lions Club for your 
dedication and 

service to our area. 

Anoka County Attorney 
Tony Palumbo 

Prepared and paid for by Palumbo for County Attorney 
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875 45th Ave NE, Columbia Heights 55421

20  2 1

Clues will be posted on Facebook one half hour after posting at Tasty Pizza

/TastyPizzaMN

Rules:
1. No employees of Tasty Pizza or their family members can play.
2. No clues or information will be given out over the phone.
3. No digging or climbing.
4. Search public land only and adhere to posted rules and hours.
5. Bring Medallion to Tasty Pizza immediately when found for verification.
6. Clues will be posted Wednesday 11:00am and 5:00 pm starting 
    Wednesday of jamboree week.
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Professional Residential & Commercial Drain Cleaning 
  

HAPPY JAMBOREE! 
  

CALL US TODAY FOR  15% OFF A CABLE DRAIN CLEANING SERVICE 
 

612-205-2306 

 
www.GopherSewerAndDrain.Com 

 

Choose a Hometown Attorney! 
763-781-7898 
 Bankruptcy 
 Wills/Trusts/Probate 
 Family Law 
 Business Law 
 Real Estate 
 Personal Injury 

 

Ted Landwehr 
    www.LandwehrLaw.com 

 

Wallace Auto Parts and Service
763-572-8131

Automotive Repair • Machine Shop Service
Radiator & Gas Tank Repair • Small Engine Repair

Open Weekdays 8-7, Saturday 9-1
4807 University Ave. NE

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
www.wallaceautopartsandrepair.com

Butch/Laurie
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Columbia Heights Park & Recreation  
Men’s Softball Tournament and Home Run Derby 

 

Come cheer on the teams as they play their softball 
tournament at Huset Park East!  They will be there all day 

Saturday and Sunday from 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM, with a  
Home Run Derby on Saturday at 6:00 PM! 

 

 

ASIA CHOW MEIN 
Serving Columbia Heights since 1972 

 
 

You can enjoy authentic Chinese food conveniently and 
economically in your home, or dine in with us. 

One visit will convince you. 
 

Asia Chow Mein is open Tuesday through Sunday 
11:00AM to 9:00PM and closed on Mondays 

 
LOCATION 

4905 Central Avenue N.E. 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

 
 

Phone: 763-571-4425 
Visit us today at www.AsiaChowMein.com 

 

Joe Macko

 
and His accordion 

 
I can provide Accordion Entertainment for your  

next party or special occasion.  Amplified or strolling. 
 

You can reach me at:  Cell:  612-423-6781 
E-mail:  joemacko58@hotmail.com 

 
Also, I’m a close personal friend of Santa Claus.  

I can set up an appointment for you. 
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1SUMMER 2021  •  CITY NEWSLETTER

Community Art & Info Fair, June 24
The Community Art & Info Fair, formerly known as the 
Community Picnic and Art & Craft Fair, will be held at 
Huset Park West on Thu, June 24, from 5 to 7:30 pm. The 
info fair will be held along the walking path in between 
the Huset Park Splash Pad and Zurek Pond. Community 
organizations looking to have an informational booth can 
register by contacting Will Rottler at 763-706-3614. The 
deadline to register for an info booth is Thu, June 17. The 
art & craft fair portion of the event will be held outside 
along Mill Street near John P. Murzyn Hall, where attend-
ees will also find food trucks. Vendors can register for 
a booth by contacting Deanna Saefke at 763-706-3730. 
There is a $15 fee to register. The deadline to register is 

Thu, June 17. Space is limited. 
Please bring your own table 
and display.  

The event will feature snacks, 
free ice cream, entertainment, 
food trucks, and more than 
50 booths! It will be a stone’s 
throw from the Jamboree Carnival taking place farther 
east into Huset Park. Notice: The event will be canceled 
in the case of severe weather. Attendees are asked to 
follow CDC social distancing guidelines. Visit www.co-
lumbiaheightsmn.gov/events for more information.

100 Years

MUSIC IN THE PARK
The Columbia Heights Centennial Committee is 
excited to announce the 2021 Music in the Park 
series, which features current and former residents 
of Columbia Heights. The concerts are free, but 
space is limited. Please bring a folding chair or 
blanket. Each night will have an opening 
act, food trucks, and beer for sale. 
 
WHERE: Huset Park East (near the Jefferson building) 
TIME: 6:30-8 pm
SCHEDULE: 
July 7: Wander North 
Aug 4: Mama No No and the Yes Men

MOVIES IN THE PARK 
Movies in the Park will return this summer. 
Movies are yet to be determined, but we’ll post a 
social media survey to help decide.  
 
WHERE: Huset Park West, McKenna Park 
WHEN: Aug 20, Sept 17, sunset

2021 EVENTS!

And More...
We have a lot more planned for 2021. To find out about 
all the upcoming events at the City of Columbia Heights, 
please visit www.columbiaheightsmn.gov/events
 

Please Note: Due to COVID-19 uncertainty, dates and 
times may change. Visit www.columbiaheightsmn.gov/
covid for updates. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
Join your fellow residents at Huset Park for the 
City’s Centennial Celebration! There will be 
musical acts, games, food trucks, and free cake! 
 
WHERE: Huset Park
WHEN: July 17, 11 am—2 pm 

MINNESOT
A

C
O

LU
MBI

A HEIGHT
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HAPPY HOUR 3:00—5:00 PM DAILY  EXCELLENT TAP BEER SELECTION! 
    PULL TABS ∙ E-TABS ∙ BAR BINGO THURSDAYS AT 6:00 PM 
  

547 40th Avenue NE  
Columbia Heights 

763-788-5789 
www.millerscornerbar.com 

 

Live Music 
Fridays and 
Saturdays! 

Meat Raffle 
Saturdays 

At 5:30 PM 

CORNER BAR & GRILL 

DELICIOUS 
BURGERS! 

FREE DRINK WITH EVERY SPIN! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITALIAN-AMERICAN 
CLUB FOUNDATION 

OF MINNEAPOLIS 
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Royalty Candidate Katelyn Bergstrom 
of Columbia Heights
Katelyn is sponsored by the 
Columbia Heights Fire
Department Association.
Enjoys reading, coloring 

and watching movies with her
family and friends.
Volunteered as a Campus

Ambassador, Campus Host
and at the Raptor Center.
Student at University of

Minnesota, Morris.  Plans on
majoring in Biology 

and Anthropology.  
Favorite memory is being part of the color guard in the

Patriots marching band.

10 35

Heights Bakery

BAKING FRESHNESS FOR 4 GENERATIONS!
4925 Central Avenue NE

763-572-0624

Like us on Facebook @ Northeast Chiropractic Clinic

 

Dick Nelsen

4931 Central Avenue N.E.    763-571-3511
Columbia Heights, MN 55421     Fax 763-571-6946

Name: ____________________________

Address:___________________________

___________________________________

Phone:_____________________________

Columbia Heights Lions Club
P.O. Box 21183

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
If you’re interested in volunteering,
leading projects, networking and having
fun – you can do all of this and more as
a Lions club member. As a Lion, you’ll
perform local volunteer work to improve
your community – and communities
around the world.

Free mascara 

with facial!

  

3951 Central Ave NE • Columbia Heights, MN

763-788-9079 • heightstheater.com

A C�umbia Heights 
classic since 1926!

H E I G H T S  T H E AT R E

Jon Letness
jon@graph ics440.com •  jon le tness@gmai l .com

612.272.6386
When You Need To Look Great!

1Jon Letness
jon@graph ics440.com •  jon le tness@gmai l .com

612.272.6386
When You Need To Look Great!

3.5" x 2"
5664_SmallAdTY-33.ai

 
2021 Columbia Heights Jamboree  

Schedule of Events 
 
Wednesday, June 23 
 

Tasty Pizza Medallion Hunt Begins! 
CLUES POSTED AT 11:00 AM AND 5:00 PM  
UNTIL FOUND 
 
Thursday, June 24 
 

Community Art & Info Fair: 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM 
 

Carnival: 5:00 PM – 11:00 PM 
 

Lions Beer Garden: 5:00 PM – 11:00 PM 
 
Friday, June 25 
 

Carnival: 3:00 PM – midnight 
 

Lions Beer Garden: 3:00 PM – midnight 
 

Jamboree Parade: 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 
Saturday, June 26 
 

Softball Tournament: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 

Carnival: 1:00 PM – midnight 
 

Lions Beer Garden: 1:00 PM – midnight 
 

Lions Car Show: 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

Home Run Derby: Begins at 6:00 PM 
 

Centennial Fireworks: Begins at Dusk 
 
Sunday, June 27 
 

Softball Tournament: 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 

Lions Waffle Breakfast: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 

Carnival: Noon – 6:00 PM 
 

Lions Beer Garden: Noon – 6:00 PM 
 

Jamboree Hotline 
763-706-3789 

(Recorded Message of Events) 
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  Parade Route: 

Free Public Parking Lots/Ramps Available:
 

  

  

  

 Community Art and Info Fair    
   HUSET PARK WEST: ZUREK POND – SEE PAGE 20 

 Lions Car Show    
   MURZYN HALL BACK PARKING LOT – SEE BACK COVER 

 Belgian Waffle Breakfast    
   MURZYN HALL – SEE PAGE 25 

 Centennial Fireworks    
   HUSET PARK WEST: SLEDDING HILL – SEE PAGE 7 

 Carnival   PAGE 51 
   HUSET PARK MIDWAY – SEE PAGES 3, 25 

 Lions Beer Garden    
   HUSET PARK MIDWAY – SEE PAGE 10 

 Softball Tournament    
   HUSET PARK EAST – SEE PAGE 19 

 Jamboree Parade    
   CENTRAL AND 40TH AVENUES – SEE PAGES 12, 14, 41 

 Medallion Hunt    
  CLUES AT TASTY PIZZA – SEE PAGE 17 
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VFW POST 230     
4446 Central Avenue NE 
Columbia Heights, MN 

Brats, All Beef Skin-on Hot Dogs & Pork Chops 

Served Outside During  Jamboree Parade 
We are PROUD to contribute to the Columbia Heights community 

and to help support our service men and women! 

Floyd Joswick, Post Commander 
 

Electronic & Paper Pull-Tabs          KARAOKE    

          Sold Every Day  Saturday Nights  
    in June! 

  

       Meat Raffle/20 Packets          
             Friday Nights 6pm 

  

St. Paul Corrugating 
Supporting Columbia Heights Lions and Columbia 

Heights Jamboree.

Right Size, for the Right Job, at the Right Value. 
stpaulcorrugating.comProudly made in Columbia Heights Minnesota, USA

The best $15.00 
NO APPOINTMENT 

haircut in town! 
 

Buzz has 
served his 

community with 
great haircuts 
for 56 years. 

 

Buzz’s 
Barber 
Shop 
 

763-502-1432 
Moon Plaza, 6247 University Ave NE, Fridley 
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4016 Central Ave NE - Minneapolis, Minnesota 55421
Phone 763.781.6931  -  rgm4016@comcast.net

Making Good Impressions for Over 30 Years
Complete Services

Printing
Design

Mailing
Fulfillment

Promotional Items
Color Copies

Bindery
Advertising

Signs and Banner

Jamboree Carnival 

 

Thursday:  
5:00 PM – 11:00 PM 

Friday:  
3:00 PM – Midnight 

Saturday:  
1:00 PM – Midnight 

Sunday:  
Noon – 6:00 PM 

 

Admission:  
$2 Adults and Teens 

Kids 12 and under are free! 
Kids require a parent or 
guardian in attendance 

Sunday 
Family  

Fun Day 
No Admission 

Fee! 

Belgian Waffle Breakfast 

 

Sunday, June 27 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Murzyn Hall 
 

$8: Adults and Teens 
$5: Kids 5–12  

Kids under 5 are free! 

 
Featuring 
Dad’s 

Belgian Waffles! 
Link Sausages 
8 types of syrup 
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JAMBOREE 
RECYCLING & 
COMPOSTING

• All food vendors at the Jamboree Carnival use 
compostable products. 
 

• There will be organics/composting, recycling, 
and trash options for event attendees to put 
their waste. Look for the labels! 
 

• The City of Columbia Heights and Jamboree 
organizers are excited to have these options to 
reduce City and event waste. 
 

• Thank you for disposing responsibly!

Congratulations to all
of this year’s graduates.
When it comes to your future, the sky is the limit!

875 45th Ave NE • Minneapolis, MN • 55421-2304
Phone: 763-571-2722 | www.tastypizzatogo.com
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More than 30 attorneys with experienced legal support staff 
providing affordable business and personal legal services. 

 

A Tradition of Service since 1938 
 

200 Coon Rapids Boulevard, Suite 400 
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

www.bgs.com    763-780-8500 

Celebrating 100 years as a Charter City 
Enjoy the 2021 Jamboree! 

Donna Schmitt 
Council Member 2011-2016 

Mayor 2017-2020 

 

 
 

Kiwanis Club of Columbia Heights-Fridley 
sponsors Key Clubs at Columbia Heights 

and Fridley High Schools, and a Builders Club at 
Fridley Middle School. 

   

Kiwanis members are 
dedicated to volunteering 
in our community. They 
have staffed the Columbia 
Heights Recycling Center 
for over 35 years. Kiwanis 
fundraises to provide 
scholarships. Look for 
Kiwanis Peach Sale in the 
summer! 
 

Call 763-444-1061 to learn 
more about Kiwanis. 
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Joining with 
our friends and 
neighbors to 
CELEBRATE

Columbia Heights 
100th Anniversary 
 
 
2021 Columbia Heights 
Jamboree

Betsy Dunsworth, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

3988 Central Avenue Northeast 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
763-782-0085

 

Columbia Heights Jamboree History 
The first Columbia Heights celebration was called the “Heights Jubilee” 

 
On Saturday, September 29, 1934, the city prepared to hold the 1st Heights Jubilee Program to celebrate the completion of the 
pavement and the opening of Central Avenue. The festivities started at 10 am that morning. Governor Floyd B. Olson gave the 
principal address at 2:30 pm, and the city’s businesses were closed to honor the Governor’s visit. The Jubilee featured children’s 
programs at the High School athletic field on 41st Avenue. There was a parade featuring school children, the fire department, and 
floats that moved down Central Avenue to 37th and returned. There were also 
races planned for the children which climaxed with a blueberry pie eating contest. 

The committee for the Jubilee was composed of Chairman Matt Milner, 
Chris Anderson, Walter Sochacki, Peter Deanovic, Gust Lindberg, and J.B. 
McCann. At 2:15 pm, Mayor Ralph Crisp officially opened the celebration 
when he presented the keys to the city to the public. After the Governor’s 
remarks, the High School Band had a concert. Following the concert, the 
highway department’s Chief Construction Engineer, O.L. Kipp, and 
Executive James Kelly of the Bureau of Public Roads addressed those 
present. At 4 pm there was entertainment at the High School field. Being that 
this was an election year, all candidates seeking office were permitted to speak. In the evening, US Senator Henrik Shipstead 
and Congressman Ernest Lundeen addressed the crowd. The day’s events culminated with vaudeville show and a street 
dance. All the businesses decorated their store fronts, helped sponsor concessions, and contributed to the fund to purchase 
prizes for all the events. Some of the prizes given were for those who had come the farthest distance, oldest couple present, 
largest family present, and the oldest (in years of residence) Columbia Heights citizen. 
 

You can read more of this article by Marlaine Szurek at www.columbiaheightslions.com. 
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Scanned by CamScanner

 Enjoy the Jamboree!  
 

 

Congratulations to the City of Columbia Heights  
on 100 Years as a Charter City! 

 

Senate District 41 Republicans 
Columbia Heights – Fridley – Hilltop 

New Brighton – Saint Anthony – Spring Lake Park 
www.mngopsd41.com 
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Hey Columbia Heights! 
Wishing you a safe and fun 2021 Jamboree and reminding you 
to watch for all the exciting upcoming events celebrating 
Columbia Heights’ 100 Years!  

Looking forward to seeing you around town, 

        Kt Jacobs 
 

Good things happen when we work together for the 
betterment of all! 

 
No public funds were used to pay for this ad. Paid for privately by Kt Jacobs. 

Council Member 

The community’s business
is our business.

That’s why we’re proud 
to support the

Columbia Heights Jamboree.
At U.S. Bank, we support the efforts of the organizations in our community.  We 

make a vital contribution to community growth and development, and to our  quality of
life.  We’re proud to be associated with the Columbia Heights Jamboree.

Columbia Heights Office
5250 Central Avenue NE
763-572-3222

18 27

Get to Know the Lions
As members of the International Association of
Lions Clubs, or Lions International, we are
proud to be part of the world's largest service
club organization. Current membership numbers
more than 1,347,000 in 46,020 clubs located in
193 countries and geographic areas. In addition,
we are pleased to recognize clubs in Hungary,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Russia, and most
recently China.

Lions Clubs are comprised of men and women
of diverse backgrounds interested in recognizing
and meeting the needs of the communities in
which they live. Their club activities include, but
are not limited to, civic improvements, activities

and education programs for youths, as well as sight and hearing conversation efforts. 

Founded in 1917, Lions became deeply involved in working with the blind. At an annual Lions Convention in
Chicago they were challenged by Helen Keller in 1923 to become 'Knights of the Blind.'  Through combined
endeavors, the Lions of Minnesota and the University of Minnesota run the Minnesota Eye Bank, and the
Minnesota Lions Research Building, as well as providing funds for the Minnesota Lions Club Children Eye
Clinic. These programs provide funding for research projects, teaching, and the process of donated eyes for
corneal transplant. In 2004 more than 1,300 people received the gift of sight through the Lions eye Bank corneal
transplant Program. 

Lions Recycle for Sight
Through Recycle for Sight, Lions collect new and gently used eyeglasses and sunglasses in collection bins at a variety
of locations in their communities: libraries, doctor’s offices, schools, sidewalks, banks, and retail stores. The glasses are
then shipped to the nearest Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center, where employees or volunteers sort the glasses, clean
them and determine their prescription strength. After carefully packaging the refurbished spectacles, Lions store them
until they can be distributed through humanitarian missions to developing nations.

Eyeglass recycling, one of the most popular activities for Lions around the world, dates back to the 1930’s.
Similar to today, Lions gathered glasses in their communities and gave them to those most in need. For example, in the
early 1960’s, the Hayes and Harlington Lions Club in England collected more than 20,000 pairs of glasses for those with
vision impairment in India.
Each year Lions collect about 30 million pairs of glasses . Clubs in Australia and Japan
annually send more than 3.5 million pairs of glasses to six recycling centers in Australia.
Over the past decade, more than 3.5 million pairs of glasses from these centers have
been shipped to locations including India, the Middle East and tiny islands in Indonesia.
The collecting, sorting ,and cleaning of eyeglasses and distributing 
them to those in need will help to change someone’s life. “Thank you,” 
a 94 year old man in Honduras cried after receiving a pair of  
Lions recycled glasses. “ I can now read my Bible –the first time in 15 years .”
Look for collection bins at the following locations:

Anoka County License Center
Eye Care Associates John Murzyn Hall
Northwest Eye Clinic St Tim’s Lutheran Church
SACA VFW Post 230
Northwest Eye Clinic
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HAVE YOU FOUND YOUR CALLING?
Current openings with the Columbia Heights Police Department:

Police Officer & Community Service Officer

SEE HOW BLUE LOOKS ON YOU!
With competitive pay and opportunity for future advancement! Columbiaheightsmn.gov

   

 

Columbia Heights Lions 
Student Scholarship Program 

  

The Columbia Heights Lions is pleased to announce 
three Columbia Heights High School graduates for 
this year’s student scholarships. 
 

Sakhia Howard Reynolds was involved in volleyball, 
basketball, lacrosse, and the black student union.  
She volunteered with younger aspiring athletes, 
knowing how important it is to have a teacher with 
kindness and patience in a child’s life.  Sakhia will go to Anoka Ramsey and wants to become a special education teacher. 
 

Daniel Severson, Jr. is an avid reader and loves psychology, philosophy, and social sciences, and took several AP courses 
in high school.  He played basketball and volunteered at the Fridley Community Center.  Daniel plans to attend Anoka 
Ramsey and then Concordia, majoring in psychology. 
 

Ugyen Dorjee graduates CHHS with honors with a 3.96 GPA and 4.0 GPA as a Post Secondary Education Option student 
at Minneapolis College.  She was involved in volleyball, key club, student council, and national honor society.  Ugyen 
plans to attend St. Olaf and pursue the health care field. 
 

Congratulations to Sakhia, Daniel, and Ugyen! 

  

 Sakhia             Daniel          Ugyen 
 Howard Reynolds Severson, Jr.            Dorjee 
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We're so glad to be here.
Happy Jamboree!

OCT.  9
11 AM - 5 PM

SULLIVAN PARK

H E I G H T S N E X T . O R G

VENDORS, FOOD & MUSIC

JOIN US FOR TWO IN-PERSON EVENTS!

SEPT. 11 
10 AM - 6 PM

KORDIAK PARK

“We promote peace through mutual respect, 
understanding, and cooperation.  One individual, 

one community at a time.” 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, MINNESOTA, USA 
ŁOMIANKI, POLAND 

Since 1991, the City of Columbia Heights, MN and the City of 
Łomianki, Poland have been in a partnership through Sister 
Cities International.  Our members are dedicated to this 
international friendship by promoting humanitarian, 
educational, cultural, civic and social events.  Join us for our 
monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of the month at 
Columbia Heights City Hall council chambers at 1:00 PM.  To 
learn more, go to www.columbiaheightsmn.gov. 

 
 

 

Columbia Heights Sister Cities dedicated a linden tree in 
Łomianki Park on April 30, 2021 in honor of their 30-year 

relationship with our sister city Łomianki, Poland. 
   

At the 2018 
Jamboree, Sister 
Cities leaders 
Pat Sowada and 
Dolores Strand chat 
with a CHPD officer.  
Pat was 
posthumously named 
2020 Outstanding 
Citizen. Read more 
about her on page 35.  
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Liquor Sales Contribute to City 

TOP VALU
4.3

Top Valu #1: 
4950 Central Ave

Top Valu #2: 
2105 37th Ave NE

Top Valu #3: 
Newly Renovated!

5225 University Ave NE

Top Valu Liquor has been municipally owned since 
1934, and it continues to generate strong reve-
nue for the City. These revenues keep property 
taxes down by helping to pay for City services 
such as community policing programs, street 
reconstruction, and administrative overhead.  

www.columbiaheightsmn.gov/topvalu

8am - 5pm

Jeff & Sharon - Owners
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Expires 12/31/2019 Expires 12/31/2019Expires 12/31/2021 Expires 12/31/2021

Jeff ’s

Jeff ’s Jeff ’s

 

Personalized piano, 
voice, and drum lessons 
in the comfort of your 

home!  Traveling to 
homes throughout the 
north metro area for 

over 19 years! 
 

Now looking for new students to start this summer! 
 

 

RECITALS - COMPETITIONS - JUST FOR FUN! 
 

Contact Adam Davis  
612-310-7452 

AdamsMusicLessonsAtHome@gmail.com 

 

Lions Adopt-A-Highway and Shred-It Days 
Every spring and fall, the Columbia Heights Lions leads the pick up of trash along University Avenue 

and in Keyes Park as well as collecting paper to be shredded and recycled.  The Lions encourage 

individuals and community groups to join them on these days to keep our city clean! 
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Linda Fowler, Adult Category 
Volunteerism and 
community engage-
ment run in the fam-
ily for Linda Fowler. 
Six years after 
her father, James 
Fowler, was named Columbia 
Heights’ Humanitarian of the 

Year, Linda received the same honor, now known as the Outstanding 
Citizen Award, in 2021. James isn’t alive today to see his daughter 
earn the same honor as he did, but he didn’t miss the chance to tell 
her how proud of her he was before he passed away last October, 
Linda said. 

Three years ago, Linda began volunteering regularly at SACA Food 
Shelf alongside her father, a veteran SACA volunteer. 

“He influenced me a lot,” Linda said. “I enjoyed that time we had 
there together.”

Linda, 62, continues to donate about eight hours a week to SACA, 
sorting food in the warehouse. It’s been a time of high demand.

Linda, a Columbia Heights native who recently retired from 
Medtronic as a pacemaker analyst and electrical technician, also 
volunteers her time at First Lutheran Church, gathering supplies for 
Sunday school teachers, tending to the community garden, and help-
ing out at their farmers market. Last year, to contribute to the polli-
nator population, she learned how to raise monarch butterflies from 
eggs, and this summer, she’ll be taking a role in the Mayors’ Monarch 
Pledge effort. When she’s not volunteering, she makes crafts and 
donates them. Despite all the ways she’s involved in the community, 
she said she did not expect to win this award. She was nominated 
by a fellow SACA volunteer and selected by Mayor Amáda Márquez 
Simula and 2019’s Outstanding Citizen Award winner Cathy Miske. 
She received the news on a voicemail from the City. 

“I had to listen to the voicemail three times before I believed it,” 
Linda said. But perhaps her father wouldn’t have been so surprised.  

Drake Pham, Youth 
Drake Pham got involved 
in community volunteer-
ing with the Loaves and 
Fishes program, working 
with Columbia Heights 
Recreation to distribute 
food to people in need. 
Later, he joined the Key 
Club, a youth volunteer organization, and was 
president of the local chapter during his junior 
year at Columbia Heights High School. Now, 
at 16, Drake has become the City’s very first 
winner of the Outstanding Citizen Award in 
the youth category designated for youth ages 
14-18. Among all the events and programs Drake 
has helped organize over the years, and all the 
volunteer opportunities he’s taken part in, a 
highlight has been his work with SACA Food 
Shelf. Drake partnered with SACA to create vol-
unteer opportunities for Key Club members at 
the start of the COVID pandemic, and he later 
worked to rally students to pack groceries for 
homebound seniors at a time when SACA was 
short on volunteers due to health concerns. 

“Without this effort, the food shelf would have 
been hard pressed to get food out to so many 
in need during this pandemic,” wrote Drake’s 
nominator. “He not only organized it, he also 
participated.” 

Drake, who plans to study sports management 
after graduation, said he got involved in these 
programs because he’s admired the way people 
in this community look out for each other and 
protect one another. 

“I wanted to be a part of that,” he said. 

And the 2021 Outstanding Citizen Award Winners Are...

“Pat represented community spirit at its finest,” wrote Becky Loader, former library director, in 
her 2020 Outstanding Citizen nomination form for Patricia Sowada, who was selected for the 
award with approval from Mayor Donna Schmitt. Pat, who died Oct 2, 2020, at the age of 77, spent 
decades actively involved in the community. She was appointed to the Columbia Heights Library 
Board in June of 1989. She was a member at-large from 1989-94, vice chair from 1995-2008, and vice 
chair again from April 2019 on. She was chair of the board from 2009 to 2019. Pat was also the mem-
bership chairperson for the Columbia Heights Sister Cities Committee. Over the years, Pat made a 
point to attend as many City events as she could. She almost never missed a monthly Coffee With 
a Cop gathering. She helped out annually at the Library Foundation’s Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser. 
She once worked as a clerk at the City’s Top Valu Liquor. Pat crocheted and knitted hats and robes 
for U of M children’s cancer patients. She taught elementary school kids how to knit in after-school 
hours. She coordinated the exchange of greeting cards with Highland and Lomianki students for 20 years. She was an 
active member of Immaculate Conception parish and active with Holy Cross Church in North Prairie as music director and 
organist. She donated pumpkins every year to the Fire Safety Open House, helped with Heights garden beautification, dec-
orated and rode on the Library’s 90th anniversary parade float, and so much more. Pat also earned the Columbia Heights 
Police Department’s annual T. Nightingale Community Service Award for 2020.

Pat Sowada Named 2020 Outstanding Citizen
Sowada Received Four Nominations, Won Award Posthumously in 2020 
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Come worship with us: 
10:00 AM Sundays (or on Facebook) 

Free Community Meals: 
5:30—6:30 PM 2nd & 4th Mondays 
(currently pick up in the parking lot) 

Free Chair Yoga: 
10:30 AM Fridays 

950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421 
763-788-9009  

www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
hps://www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights 

ENJOY THE JAMBOREE! 
Bring in this booklet 
to receive 

10% OFF 
your order.

CULVERS.COM© 2019 Culver Franchising System, LLC. 04/19 

Culver’s of St. Anthony 
4004 Silver Lake Rd, St. Anthony, MN 55421
612-781-3450

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER’S RESTAURANT:

Anoka County Sheriff 
James Stuart 

Wishes to thank the Columbia Heights Lions 
Club for their ongoing commitment to  
service & community,  
and commends their  
efforts which make our  
community a better  
place to live, work  
& visit.  

Enjoy the Jamboree! 

Prepared & Paid for by the Stuart for Sheriff  Committee.  PO Box 323, Anoka, MN  55303 
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CrestViewCares.org

HOMETOWN 
PRIDE!

For almost 70 years, nonprofit  

faith-based Crest View Senior Communities  

has been a proud member of the  

Columbia Heights community. 

See how we’ve grown with you on a personal 

tour of our campuses, offering independent  

apartments, assisted living, memory care,  

care suites, and skilled nursing. 

Campuses in  
Blaine: 763-762-8430   

Columbia Heights: 763-782-1601

 

Show this ad for a FREE haircut! 
785 53rd Avenue NE ∙ Fridley ∙ 763-710-9093 

Located in the Pawn America building  
next to Target on I-694 and Central Avenue NE 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, COLUMBIA HEIGHTS! 100 YEARS STRONG!  

The Original 

 

 

 Substance Abuse Assessments, LLC 
Kt Jacobs NCAC I, LAP-C 
SAP: Qualified All DOT Modalities 
DAC: Drug and Alcohol Services 
Group-Specific Education Available  

 
 
 
 

612-810-5150 
Subassesskt@gmail.com 
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Client Choice Food Shelf

SACA Thrift Store

Farm Fresh Produce 
Distributions 

SACA Delivers 
for Homebound Seniors & People with Disabilities 

3701 Central Avenue NE
Every Day 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

NOW OPEN!

ROMAN'S CAFÉ AND GRILL

BOTH LOCATIONS HAVE
THE BEST PANCAKES
YOU WILL EVER EAT!

CALL AHEAD AND GET YOUR ORDER TO GO!

763-788-0664

513 40th Avenue NE
Every Day 7:00 AM - Noon

763-789-4544
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2020 Employee of the Year Award Goes to Fire Chief Thompson
In 2020, Fire Chief Charlie Thompson became the 41th 
employee to be named the City of Columbia Heights 
Employee of the Year. The year was like no other, but it 
proved particularly challenging for emergency workers and 
first-responders. Thompson, in his role as Emergency Man-
ager, assembled the City’s COVID-19 Emergency Prepared-
ness Plan to keep the City’s employees and residents well 
informed of the ongoing developments and ever-changing 
CDC data and recommendations. He and his Public Safety 
colleagues worked with other City departments to address 
the local impacts of the unfolding pandemic in a comprehen-
sive and efficient manner while keeping the public educated 
on proper health and safety protocols. This on top of manag-
ing the already demanding day-to-day duties of Fire Chief, a 
position he filled just months before the pandemic hit.

The coworker who nominated Thompson described him as 
having incredible foresight. In the early stages of the pan-
demic, for example, before it was clear how serious things 
might get, Thompson made sure that Columbia Heights had 
enough personal protective equipment (PPE) for first-re-
sponders and other staff by securing a reserve of PPE gear 

that helped 
get the City 
through the 
national PPE 
shortage. 
Addition-
ally, after 
Gov. Tim 
Walz asked 
residents to 
make and 
donate face 
masks to their local fire departments, Thompson helped 
coordinate a face mask collection effort in April that resulted 
in 368 mask donations. He then arranged delivery of the 
masks to local congregate care facilities short on PPE.

But 2020 wasn’t all hardship. Thompson also contributed to 
the City by offering up his very own chili recipe, which helped 
the Columbia Heights’ Team CH-ili win first place at the 
annual Chili Cook-off fund raiser for the Lee Carlson Center 
for Mental Health and Well-Being.   

Columbia Heights wins the Golden Pot award at the 
Lee Carlson Center Chili Cook-off fundraiser. Left to 

right: City Manager Kelli Bourgeois, Chief Thompson, 
chili judge Shari Mukherjee, and Capt. Erik Johnston. 

2019 Employee of the Year Award Goes to Fire Department Captain

Tony Cuzzupe accepts the Employee of the 
Year award plaque from Mayor Donna Schmitt

In 2019, Fire Capt. Tony Cuzzupe became the 40th employee 
to receive the Employee of the Year honor. As a fire captain, 
Tony is expected to make life-saving decisions at all hours of 

the night with little to no sleep 
over 24-hour shifts. There 
is no room for error. During 

his 13 plus years of full-time 
experience, he has spent 
more than 38,000 
hours on shift duty, 
averaging 56 hours a 
week. Yet, every day, 
on every call, inspec-
tion, or school educa-

tion event, he rises to the 
occasion and shows 
his true heart. 

Described by those who nominated him as being one of the 
most caring and dedicated people they have ever known, 
as someone who has had myriad chances to make positive 
impacts in people’s lives and who has never passed up the 
opportunity to do so. For example, while on a rental inspec-
tion job, Tony noticed a boy walking a bicycle up the driveway. 
The boy looked upset. When asked, the boy explained that 
his day of biking had come to an abrupt end when his bike 
broke. Tony noticed this boy’s distress, took the time to stop 
and listen to him, and assessed the damage of the bicycle. 
But he didn’t stop there. He promptly grabbed a tool kit from 
the department’s truck and fixed the bike on the spot.  

Tony has become a key part of the growth and mentorship of 
the City’s younger firefighters and has demonstrated a true 
knack for team building. He formed the Columbia Heights 
Fire Department Honor Guard to help honor the sacrifices 
made by former firefighters and their families. 

Thirty-six years ago, the City Council approved the Employee of the Year Award as a method of rewarding employ-
ees seen by their peers and supervisors as deserving of special recognition for their accomplishments and contribu-
tions to the City of Columbia Heights. Annually, all Columbia Heights employees have the opportunity to nominate 
themselves or another employee(s) for the award based on three criteria: Public Relations, Consistency of Perfor-
mance, and Significant Accomplishments. On rare occasions, more than one employee is selected in a given year. 
The Employee of the Year nomination review committee is composed of former Employee of the Year recipients 
who are still employed by the City. We congratulate Chief Thompson and Capt. Cuzzupe for winning this award and 
for being an asset, not just to the Fire Department, but to the community, to our entire workplace, and our lives.
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Find us on Facebook @discountseventy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Neighborhood Discount Store 

Discount Merchandise at up to 70% off regular retail! 

Clothing 
Shoes 
Food 
Toys 

Housewares 
Pet Supplies 

Office Supplies 

Furniture 
Patio Furniture 

Rugs 
Domestics 

Lamps 
Gift Bags 
Jewelry 

 SAVE EVEN MORE!!!!!!!! 

20% OFF  
Your regular price purchase with this coupon! 

One Coupon per customer.  Must show coupon to get discount.   Cannot be combined with other offers.  
Cannot be used on gift card purchases.  Coupon Valid June 23-28, 2020 ONLY 

 

4027 Central Av NE * Columbia Heights, Mn 55421 * (763) 781-8922 
 Hours……..Monday – Saturday 12pm – 7pm………Sunday 12pm – 5pm 

www.discount70stores.com 
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The Trophy Chick 
Small business located in Fridley, MN 

 
 

Custom creations including trophies, 
plaques, medals, cups, fantasy 

sports, laser engraving and more! 
Clothespin and paw print grapevine 

wreaths. All orders are uniquely 
designed & personalized.  

Fun gift ideas! 
   

Follow me on social media to see samples of my work. 
Facebook: The Trophy Chick    Instagram: the_trophy_chick 

   

Help support a local business in our community. 
You will get a personalized experience, quality work & great 

customer service. Just send me a message! 

  

Owner – Christine M. 
thetrophychick@gmail.com 

 A Columbia Heights Alum, Class of 1991 

763-571-3511

 Fax 763-571-6946

sales@chmn.insty-prints.com
7:30 AM - 5:00 PM  •  Mon - Fri

Dick Nelsen

4931 Central Avenue NE

Columbia Heights, MN 55421
4931 Central Avenue N.E.   	 763-571-3511
Columbia Heights, MN 55421    	 Fax 763-571-6946
8am-5pm • Mon.-Fri.	 instyprints@comcast.net

www.ipcolumbiaheights.com

Jamboree Grand Marshals of the Past 
   

1976 Walter Corell 
1977 Ron Kullas 
1978 Ann Croaker 
1979 John P. Murzyn 
1980 Dr. Conrad Nauman 
1981 Pete Tema 

1982 Ron Raveling 
1983 Don Burton 
1984 Floyd Bixler 
1985 Don Carlson 
1986 Al Naegele 
1987 Al Kordiak 
1988 Wally Murray 
1989 Don French 
1990 Don Hebzynski 
1991 Russ Lyons 
1992 Ben Schafer 
1993 Dick Bierch 

1994 Duane Estrem 
1995 Al Martinson 
1996 Gene Heffner 
1997 Abe Verbrugge 
1998 Pat Proft 
1999 Lyle Estrem 
2000 Pat Olynyk 
2001 Denny Long 
2002 John Gordon 
2003 Lucjan Sokolowski 
2004 Wally Logacz 
2005 Joseph Sturdevant, Sr. 
2006 Kevin Doty 
2007 Marilyn Peters 
2008 Matthew Miller 
2009 Gerry Herringer 
2010 parade rained out 
2011 Todd Estrem 
2012 Howie Leathers 
2013 Liz Bray 
2014 Wanda Bierch 
2015 Roger Gillespie 
2016 Belva Rasmussen 
2017 Bruce Nawrocki 
2018  Malcolm Watson 
2019 Gary and Kay Mayer 
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Like us on Facebook @ Northeast Chiropractic Clinic

 

In Memoriam 
Columbia Heights Lions Members We Lost 

 
 

James Fowler, 85, passed away on October 7, 2020.  Jim was a 
long time member of the Columbia Heights Lions and resident of 
Columbia Heights.  He spearheaded the Lions handicap ramp 
building project, helping those with limited mobility and lack of 
income to be able to access their homes.  Jim was also the recipient 
of the Melvin Jones award.  Jim passed one day shy of his 65th 
wedding anniversary with his wife Dolores.   
 
 
 

Ann Novitsky, 62, of Columbia Heights, died on September 22, 
2020 after a lengthy and courageous battle with cancer.  She was a 
dedicated Lions member as well as an active volunteer throughout 
the community.  Her husband Mike, son Nick, and daughter-in-law 
Angie are also active Lions members. She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister, and friend that we will all miss dearly. 
 

 
Tim Utz, 63, died unexpectedly of COVID-19 on April 18, 2021.  
Tim was on the Columbia Heights Police Reserves for 9 years and 
vice-president of the Columbia Heights Charter Commission.  Tim 
was a carpenter who worked his way up to commercial 
construction superintendent.  He was most proud of being the 
project manager for the Super Bowl in Minneapolis. 
 

Tim’s contributions to the Columbia Heights Lions included being 
the coordinator of this Jamboree booklet in 2018 and 2019, and 
implementing the gate admission system for our Jamboree carnival 
that maintains a safe and family-friendly experience for all.  
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NEBANKMN.COM

MEMBER FDIC EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

2020 VOLUNTEER HOURS
1,943

2020 DOLLARS DONATED
$200,000+

NONPROFITS SERVED IN 2020
125+

WE’RE PROUD TO 
WORK TOGETHER WITH 
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS VOLUNTEERS

�e support of community has never been more important. Northeast Bank is 
proud to work with other volunteers in our community to reach out to the 
people who need it most.
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